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Mighty Hook, Inc.
1017 N. Cicero Avenue, Chicago, IL 60651 USA
Phone: 773-378-1909 • Fax: 773-378-2083
E-mail: sales@mightyhook.com
Web: www.mightyhook.com

Since 1987 Mighty Hook has specialized in
the design, manufacture and distribution
of stock and custom hooks, racks, and

Hooks coming out of the stripping process.

of the paint and coatings business
that nobody likes much. It isn’t directly productive, it
requires time and expenditure of energy (meaning
money), and if it’s done carelessly, it needs to be repeated.
It is not a make-or-break process in most plants, but it
does require care and seems to offer little direct benefit.
It’s little wonder, therefore, that companies needing to
remove paint and other coatings are always looking for
faster, less energy-intensive stripping systems. There is
therefore an ever-broadening search to settle on easier and
more efficient stripping systems.
One new approach is from Allied Powder Coating,
based in Houston, TX. The company’s method uses an
inverse electrostatic method.
“We reverse electrical polarity,” says chief technical officer Joe Zhang. “The electricity affects the coating, but not
the metal hook.”
At this point, the method, demonstrated at last year’s
FabTech show in Las Vegas, is being used solely for
hooks. The technology is proven, Zhang says, but there
are some phases of development to complete before its
scope can be expanded.
“The system uses no other chemicals, “ he says. “There
is no burning happening, there’s no dust, and no smoke.
“You could say our system works from the inside of the
hook, not the outside.”
A newcomer in the field in North America is the Danish
firm Clemco. Its process, also shown at the last FabTech,
has an automated system that uses a blasting approach to
stripping.
“We use a normal, standard robot to perform the staging process,” says general manager Frederik Nielsen. “This
is carrying the blast nozzles in a special pattern, according
to how you want to strip.”
Suitable stripping media can include steel grit, copper
slag, aluminum oxide, glass beads or plastic granules. The
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latter, he says, are used a lot for aerospace parts, since
they do not damage to the surface beneath the paint.
Because Denmark has adopted wind turbines extensively, Clemco has broad experience with cleaning systems for the towers and nacelles (not the blades) used
with these. It has acquired a substantial database on the
specific corrosion processes that occur.
“ You do need a reasonable volume to make the robots
worthwhile,” he states, “and we are offering a turnkey
process. We prepare a complete factory layout, and locate
booths, ventilation systems, equipment, robots, and conveyor lines.
“The system requires controlling the robots’ motion on
a conveyor – the tracking is complex, so you need to program the conveyors. We do the conveyor layouts with
local companies that manufacture them for us.”
Clemco Industries has been active in North America for
some years, and has worked extensively in South America.
However, the stripping system is a new offering on this
continent.
Another Scandinavian entry into the stripping field
comes from a Norwegian firm, RPR Technologies. In this
case, induction rather than blast media or reversing electrical polarity is used.
“The induction disbonder works by the principle of
induction,” the company says. “Heat is generated in the
steel substrate, and the bonding is broken.
“The coating is then removed entirely without disintegrating and completely free from contaminating agents,
i.e. blast media. This obviously makes disposal and recycling of waste easier and cheaper. Even inside the pittings
and cracks in the surface the coating is disbonded.”
An extension of this method, the Green Tank project, is
designed to develop and launch a robotic system based on
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solutions for those customers
with unique requirements. Mighty Hook’s
products and services can be accessed
by phone, fax, from our catalog, or
though our interactive website.

Markets Served

Paint and Coatings Manufacturing
• Special Effects Pigments
• Corrosion Inhibitors
• PTFE and Waxes
• Economic Impact of the Paint and
Coatings Industry in Canada

Mighty Hook customers include some of
the largest OEM and Job Shop coating
operations in North America. We design
complete hanging systems for large scale
coating operations and engineer innovative custom solutions. Our extensive
stock program is designed to handle the
majority of the requirements of the coating community, and will benefit any size
or type of coating operation.

Products &
Manufacturing Capability
Mighty Hook maintains one of the largest
inventories of stock hanging and masking
products in the world. Standard hanging
products include hooks, racks/crossbars
and load bars. Our standard masking
products include tape, disks, plugs and
other high temperature products.

Angle Pivot® Products
Our patented Angle Pivot Hanging
System allows for closer rack spacing on
conveyor lines allowing a more solid wall
of finishing, increasing productivity by
50% on conveyors with 30° inclines or
declines. These unique products attach
to existing conveyors to create closer
rack spacing and increase coating
efficiency. The net effect is a 15-50%
decrease in required space for hanging
relatively “flat ware package” products.
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